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DETAILED ACTION 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

2. Claims 17-21 are objected to because in claim 17, line 1, "In a computer" should be --A 
computer--, to be clear that applicant is claiming the medium with a program stored thereon. 
Claims 18-21 are objected to because on line 1, "program" should be -medium--, since base 
claim 17 is drawn to a medium. If applicant intends claims 17-21 to be drawn to a computer 
program, per se, note the following rejection. 

3. Claims 17-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. 

The claims are drawn to a "program" per se as recited in each preamble and as such are 
drawn to non-statutory subject matter. See MPEP § 2106.IV.B.l.a. Data structures not claimed 
as embodied in computer readable media are descriptive material per se and are not statutory 
because they are not capable of causing functional change in the computer. See, e.g., 
Warmerdam, 33 F.3d at 1361, 31 USPQ2d at 1760 (claim to a data structure per se held 
nonstatutory). Such claimed data structures do not define any structural and functional 
interrelationships between the data structure and other claimed aspects of the invention, which 
permit the data structure's functionality to be realized. In contrast, a claimed computer readable 
medium encoded with a data structure defines structural and functional interrelationships 
between the data structure and the computer software and hardware components which permit 
the data structure's functionality to be realized, and is thus statutory. Similarly, computer 
programs claimed as computer listings per se, i.e., the descriptions or expressions of the 
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programs are not physical "things." They are neither computer components nor statutory 
processes, as they are not "acts" being performed. Such claimed computer programs do not 
define any structural and functional interrelationships between the computer program and other 
claimed elements of a computer, which permit the computer program's functionality to be 
realized. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 1-2, 5-6, 9-13, 16-18 and 21-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Kinnunen et al. (Pub. No: 2001/0018349). 

Regarding claim 1, Kinnunen et al. disclose a method of providing access to an 
information unit by a wireless unit, the method comprising: providing a first position information 
containing an access enabled area for the wireless unit, the access enabled area falling within a 
range of communicable area of a wireless access point 114 (fig. 1, [0065]); obtaining a second 
position information containing a current position of the wireless unit ([0094] to [0095]); if the 
current position of the wireless unit is within the access enabled area for the wireless unit, then 
permitting access to the information unit by the wireless unit ([0065] and [0073]); and if the 
current position of the wireless unit is outside the access enabled area for the wireless unit, then 
denying access to the information unit by the wireless unit even if the current position of the 
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wireless unit is within the range of communicable area of the access point ([0065] and [0073]. 
Inherently, if the mobile entity 214 is out of service deployment areas 114, it automatically 
refuses to access services provided by the network 121). 

Regarding claim 2, Kinnunen et al. disclose all the limitation in claim 1. Further, 
Kinnunen et al. disclose the method wherein the first position information contains a plurality of 
access enabled areas 114 which fall within the range of communicable area of one or more 
wireless access points, and wherein if the current position of the wireless unit is within one of the 
access enabled areas, then permitting access to the information unit by the wireless unit ([0065] 
and [0073]). 

Regarding claim 5, Kinnunen et al. disclose all the limitation in claim 1. Further, 
Kinnunen et al. disclose the method wherein the second position information is obtained from 
the wireless unit ([0094] to [0095]). 

Regarding claim 6, Kinnunen et al. disclose all the limitation in claim 1. Further, 
Kinnunen et al. disclose the method wherein the wireless access point is a radio LAN access 
point ([0067] to [0068]). 

Regarding claim 9, Kinnunen et al. disclose all the limitation in claim 1. Further, 
Kinnunen et al. disclose the method comprising monitoring the second position information of 
the wireless unit and, if the current position of the wireless unit is outside the access enabled area 
for the wireless unit, then denying access the information unit by the wireless unit ([0110]). 

Regarding claim 10, Kinnunen et al. disclose a system for providing access to an 
information unit by a wireless unit, the system comprising: a memory 216 ([0094]) including a 
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first position information containing an access enabled area for the wireless unit, the access 
enabled area falling within a range of communicable area of a wireless access point ([0133]); a 
position module 218 ([0094]) configured to obtain a second position information containing a 
current position of the wireless unit ([0094] to [0095]); and an access module configured 220 and 
222 ([0094]), if the current position of the wireless unit is within the access enabled area for the 
wireless unit, to permit access to the information unit by the wireless unit, and, if the current 
position of the wireless unit is outside the access enabled area for the wireless unit, to deny 
access to the information unit by the wireless unit even if the current position of the wireless unit 
is within the range of communicable area of the access point ([0065] and [0073]). 

Regarding claim 11, Kinnunen et al. disclose all the limitation in claim 10. Further, 
Kinnunen et al. disclose the system wherein the first position information contains a plurality of 
access enabled areas 114 which fall within the range of communicable area of one or more 
wireless access points, and wherein if the current position of the wireless unit is within one of the 
access enabled areas, then permitting access to the information unit by the wireless unit ([0065] 
and [0073]). 

Regarding claim 12, Kinnunen et al. disclose all the limitation in claim 11. Further, 
Kinnunen et al. disclose the system wherein the access module is configured, if the current 
position of the wireless unit is within one of the access enabled areas, to permit a same scope of 
access to the information unit by the wireless unit without regard to which of the access enabled 
areas within which the current position of the wireless unit is ([0065] and [0073]). 
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Regarding claim 13, Kinnunen et al. disclose all the limitation in claim 1. Further, 
Kinnunen et al disclose the system wherein the wireless access point is a radio LAN access 
point ([0067] to [0068]). 

Regarding claim 16, Kinnunen et al. disclose all the limitation in claim 1. Further, 
Kinnunen et al. disclose the system wherein the access module is configured to monitor the 
second position information of the wireless unit and, if the current position of the wireless unit is 
outside the access enabled area for the wireless unit, to deny access the information unit by the 
wireless unit ([0065] and [0095]. Inherently, if the mobile entity 214 is out of service 
deployment areas 1 14, it automatically refuses to access services provided by the network 121). 

Regarding claim 17, Kinnunen et al. disclose in a computer readable medium storing a 
program used for providing access to an information unit by a wireless unit, the program 
comprising: code for providing a first position information containing an access enabled area for 
the wireless unit ([0094] and [0102]), the access enabled area falling within a range of 
communicable area of a wireless access point ([0094] and [0102]); code for obtaining a second 
position information containing a current position of the wireless unit; code for, if the current 
position of the wireless unit is within the access enabled area for the wireless unit, permitting 
access to the information unit by the wireless unit ([0094] and [0102]); and code for, if the 
current position of the wireless unit is outside the access enabled area for the wireless unit, 
denying access to the information unit by the wireless unit even if the current position of the 
wireless unit is within the range of communicable area of the access point ([0094] and [0102]. 
Inherently, it is needed a program to instruct the microprocessor to perform those functions). 
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Regarding claim 18, Kinnunen et al. disclose all the limitation in claim 17. Further, 
Kinnunen et al disclose the program wherein the code for permitting access comprises code for, 
if the current position of the wireless unit is within one of the access enabled areas, permitting a 
same scope of access to the information unit by the wireless unit is permitted without regard to 
which of the access enabled areas within which the current position of the wireless unit is 
([0094] and [0102]). 

Regarding claim 21, Kinnunen et al. disclose all the limitation in claim 1. Further, 
Kinnunen et al. disclose the program further comprising code for monitoring the second position 
information of the wireless unit and, if the current position of the wireless unit is outside the 
access enabled area for the wireless unit, then denying access the information unit by the 
wireless unit ([0094] and [0102]). 

Regarding claim 22, Kinnunen et al. disclose a method of providing access to an 
information unit by a wireless unit, the method comprising: providing a first position information 
containing an access enabled area for the wireless unit ([0065] and [0073]); obtaining a second 
position information containing a current position of the wireless unit ([0094] to [0095]); if the 
current position of the wireless unit is within the access enabled area for the wireless unit, then 
permitting access to the information unit by the wireless unit ([0065] and [0073]); and if the 
current position of the wireless unit is outside the access enabled area for the wireless unit, then 
denying access to the information unit by the wireless unit even if the current position of the 
wireless unit is within the range of communicable area of the access point ([0065] and [0073]. 
Inherently, if the mobile entity 214 is out of service deployment areas 114, it automatically 
refuses to access services provided by the network 121). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 7-8 and 19-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kinnunen et al. (Pub. No: 2001/0018349) in view of Mardirossian (Pub. No: 2004/0058693) 

Regarding claim 7, Kinnunen et al. disclose all the limitation in claim 1. But, Kinnunen 
et al. do not disclose the method wherein permitting access comprises adding the wireless unit to 
an access origination unit list. 

In the same field of endeavor, Mardirossian discloses the method wherein permitting 
access comprises adding the wireless unit to an access origination unit list ([0037]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the mobile entity of Kinnunen et al. by specifically including 
permitting access comprises adding the wireless unit to an access origination unit list, as taught 
by Mardirossian, the motivation being in order to attempt to page the pager of the receiving user 

Regarding claim 8, the combination of Kinnunen et al. and Mardirossian disclose all the 
limitation in claim 7. Further, Kinnunen et al. disclose the method comprising periodically 
obtaining the second position information and, if the current position of the wireless unit is 
outside the access enabled area for the wireless unit, then removing the wireless unit from the 
access origination unit list ([0110]). 
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Regarding claim 19, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 7. 

Regarding claim 20, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 8. 

Reasons for Allowance 

8. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance. 
Claims 3 and 14 are objected. 

Claims 4 and 15 are allowed as being dependent on claims 3 and 14 respectively. 

Claim 3 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim 2, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reason for the indication of allowance: the prior art made 
of record and considered pertinent to the applicant's disclosure does not disclose nor fairly 
suggest the method wherein the first position information contains a first access enabled area 
which falls within the range of communicable area of a first wireless access point, the first 
position information including a GPS position of the first access enabled area and a height 
of the first wireless access point; wherein the second position information includes as the 
current position of the wireless unit a GPS position information of the wireless unit and a 
height of the wireless access point through which the wireless unit is evaluated for access to 
an information unit; and wherein the current position of the wireless unit is within the first 
access enabled area of the wireless unit if the current position is within the first access 
enabled area in both the GPS position information and the height. 
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Claim 14 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim 10, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reason for the indication of allowance: the prior art made 
of record and considered pertinent to the applicant's disclosure does not disclose nor fairly 
suggest the system wherein the access module is configured, if the current position of the 
wireless unit is within one of the access enabled areas, to permit access to the information 
unit by the wireless unit by adding the wireless unit to an access origination unit list in the 
memory. 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Burg et al. (U.S. 6512922) information services provision 
Wech (U.S. 6177905) location trigger reminder 

Lehikoinen et al. (Pub. No: 2020077060) accessing local services with a mobile 
Diggenlen (Pub. No: 20020137523) providing location based information 
Wood et al. (Pub. No: 20040203862) logical boundaries in communication networks 
Fransioli (Pub. No: 20040298396) location bases messaging 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dai A Phuong whose telephone number is 703-605-4373. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday, 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Urban can be reached on 703-305-4385. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Dai Phuong 

AU: 2685 

Date: 04-28-2005 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 



